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Practitioners are encouraged to check the Division of Consumer Affairs  
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The State of New Jersey COVID-19 Information Hub is here. 

The NJ Department of Health COVID-19 Information Hub for Health Care Providers is here. 

https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/COVID19/Pages/default.aspx
https://covid19.nj.gov/
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/covid2019_healthcare.shtml
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Background 
 

 
The State of New Jersey has taken extraordinary measures to combat the spread of COVID-19, 
including recent actions by the Division of Consumer Affairs (“Division”) to expand the pool of 
health care providers authorized to administer the COVID-19 vaccines.  Prior to issuance of these 
Administrative Orders, COVID-19 vaccines could be administered by physicians, physician 
assistants, advanced practice nurses, registered nurses, midwives, pharmacists and other pharmacy 
personnel, dentists, and certified medical assistants under certain circumstances. Under three 
Administrative Orders (DCA AO 2021-06, 2021-07, and 2021-08) issued on February 19, 2021, 
authority to administer COVID-19 vaccines has been extended to dentists,1 optometrists, and 
various other health care personnel, as well as medical, nursing, and physician assistant students. 
The Division’s AOs set forth training and supervision requirements for these newly authorized 
vaccinators, as well as conditions for COVID-19 vaccine administration.  
 
Answers to some frequently asked questions about administration of the COVID-19 vaccine are 
below. 
 
 

General Questions 
 
 

1.  Who is included in the expanded pool of those authorized to administer the COVID-19 
vaccine? 

 
The expanded pool of authorized vaccinators is as follows: 

 
• Authorized Health Care Personnel: 

o Athletic trainers; 
o Certified homemaker home health aides; 
o Dental hygienists who hold a local anesthesia permit; 
o Dentists; 
o Optometrists; 
o Perfusionists; 
o Physical therapists; 
o Podiatrists; and 
o Respiratory care therapists; 

 

                                                            
1 Dentists were previously authorized to administer COVID-19 vaccinations by Department of Health Executive 
Directive 20-037; the Division has included dentists as Authorized Health Care Personnel under AO 2021-07 to 
clarify their required level of supervision. 

https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/COVID19/Documents/DCA-AO-2021-06_DCA-W-2021-02.PDF
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/COVID19/Documents/DCA-AO-2021-07_DCA-W-2021-03.PDF
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/COVID19/Documents/DCA-AO-2021-08_DCA-W-2021-04.pdf
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• Authorized Health Care Practitioners-in-Training: 
o Medical school students; 
o Nursing school students; and 
o Physician assistant program students; 

 
• Certified Medical Assistants who satisfy the requisite qualifications. 
 
(For CMAs, see FAQs 12-14; for health care practitioners-in-training, see FAQ 16; for 
authorized health care personnel, see FAQ 20). 
 
 

2.  As a certified medical assistant, an authorized health care practitioner-in-training, or 
authorized health care personnel, which COVID-19 vaccines may I administer to a 
patient? 

 
Any COVID-19 vaccine so long as it is:  

 
• Approved or authorized by the United States Food and Drug Administration (“FDA”), 

and 
• Administered consistent with the ACIP’s COVID-19 vaccine recommendations. 

 
 
3.  I am a certified medical assistant, an authorized health care practitioner-in-training, or 

authorized health care personnel.  What training, competency, knowledge, and skill are 
required before I administer the COVID-19 vaccine to a patient? 

 
Each vaccinator must have training consistent with the CDC’s “COVID-19 Vaccination 
Training Programs and Reference Materials for Healthcare Professionals” and the FDA’s 
COVID-19 vaccination guidance, or such other training as may be subsequently mandated by 
Department of Health (“DOH”). 
 
In addition, the person must have the competency, knowledge, and skill to administer the 
relevant COVID-19 vaccine in accordance with its FDA approval or Emergency Use 
Authorization. 

 
 
4.  As a certified medical assistant, an authorized health care practitioner-in-training, or 

authorized health care personnel, how do I demonstrate that I have the requisite 
competency, knowledge, and skill to administer COVID-19 vaccines? 

 
The requisite competency, knowledge, and skill must be validated using training materials 
available through the CDC website, including the COVID-19 Vaccine Training Modules, and 
the Skills Checklist for Vaccine Administration available through the Immunization Action 
Coalition, or as directed by DOH. 

 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/COVID-19-Clinical-Training-and-Resources-for-HCPs.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/COVID-19-Clinical-Training-and-Resources-for-HCPs.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/training.html
https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p7010.pdf
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5. What is a point of dispensing (POD)? 
 

A point of dispensing (POD) is any location where COVID-19 vaccines are administered. All 
PODs enter into a COVID-19 Vaccination Program Provider Agreement with the CDC. 
PODs currently include mega-sites, hospitals, and local boards of health across the State. 

 
 
6.  As a certified medical assistant, an authorized health care practitioner-in-training, or 

authorized health care personnel, do I need to be supervised when I administer a 
COVID-19 vaccine? 

 
Yes. Certified medical assistants, authorized health care practitioner-in-trainings, and 
authorized health care personnel must be supervised by a supervising health care practitioner 
who is physically present at the POD and able to respond to an emergency. 

 
 
7. Who qualifies as a supervising health care practitioner? 
 

A supervising health care practitioner is a/an, 
 
• Doctor of medicine (M.D.);  
• Doctor of osteopathic medicine (D.O.);  
• Registered professional nurse (R.N.);  
• Advanced practice nurse (A.P.N.);  
• Physician assistant (P.A.); or  
• Pharmacist (R.Ph.) who is proficient in reconstitution and drawing of medications,  

 
who provides supervision at a POD to certified medical assistants, authorized health care 
practitioners-in-training, or authorized health care personnel. 

 
 
8. What are the responsibilities of the supervising health care practitioner? 
 

The supervising health care practitioner:  
 

• Assumes responsibility for ensuring that certified medical assistants, authorized health 
care practitioners-in-training, and authorized health care personnel administering 
COVID-19 vaccines at the point of dispensing:  

o Meet the requisite qualifications (for CMAs, see FAQs 12-14; for health care 
practitioners-in-training, see FAQ 16; for authorized health care personnel, see 
FAQ 20);  

o Are properly trained; and  
o Have the requisite competency, skill, and knowledge to administer COVID-19 

vaccines. 
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• Is responsible for the accuracy and safety of the actions of the certified medical 
assistants, authorized health care practitioners-in-training, and authorized health care 
personnel; 

• Must be physically present at the POD and able to respond to an emergency; and  
• Must ensure that certified medical assistants, authorized health care practitioners-in-

training, and authorized health care personnel: 
o Immediately report all potential adverse events to the supervising health care 

practitioner; and 
o Comply with all recordkeeping requirements pertaining to the administration of 

COVID-19 vaccines.   
 
 
9.  What does a supervising health care practitioner need to do when directing certified 

medical assistants, authorized health care practitioners-in-training, or authorized 
health care personnel to administer a COVID-19 vaccine? 

 
When directing certified medical assistants, authorized health care practitioners-in-training, 
or authorized health care personnel to administer a COVID-19 vaccine, the supervising 
health care practitioner must: 

 
• Ensure the certified medical assistants, health care practitioners-in-training, and health 

care personnel meet the requisite qualifications (for CMAs, see FAQs 12-14; for health 
care practitioners-in-training, see FAQ 16; for health care personnel, see FAQ 20); 

• Provide supervision. At least one supervising health care practitioner must be: 
o Physically present at the POD;  
o Able to respond to an emergency; and  

• Document in detail and immediately report all clinically significant adverse events to the 
appropriate government reporting system within the time required by DOH, the FDA, 
and/or the CDC; 

• Ensure that a record identifying each patient is maintained; and 
• Ensure that all vaccinations are timely reported to the NJIIS and that all other vaccination 

reporting requirements imposed by the Division, DOH, and/or the CDC are satisfied, 
including all requirements set forth in the POD’s CDC COVID-19 Vaccination Program 
Provider Agreement with the CDC. 

 
 
10. What steps must the supervising health care practitioner follow prior to directing 

certified medical assistants, authorized health care practitioners-in-training, or 
authorized health care personnel to administer the COVID-19 vaccine? 

 
Prior to directing certified medical assistants, authorized health care practitioners-in-training, 
or authorized health care personnel to administer the COVID-19 vaccine, the supervising 
health care practitioner must: 
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• Ensure that the patient is screened using CDC-established criteria for each specific 
vaccine to be administered, including determining whether the patient has any 
contraindications or precautions to vaccination as determined by the ACIP;  

• Conduct a review of the patient’s vaccination history, COVID-19 Vaccination Record 
Card, or New Jersey Immunization Information System (NJIIS) to ensure that: (1) the 
patient has not already received a full course of COVID-19 vaccine from another health 
care provider and (2) if the patient is presenting for the second dose of a vaccine that 
requires two administrations, the timing of and product used for the second dose is 
appropriate; and 

• Ensure that patient and/or the patient's representative, parent, or guardian,  
o Has been counseled about contraindications and proper care of the injection site, 

and provided instructions to contact a primary care practitioner or emergency care 
facility in the event of any adverse reaction necessitating evaluation by a health 
care provider;  

o Is informed that administration of all COVID-19 vaccines must be reported to the 
NJIIS; and 

o Is provided with a vaccine information sheet and/or EUA fact sheets published by 
the CDC and/or FDA. 
 

 
11. I would like to volunteer in the State’s vaccination effort.  Where can I find volunteer 

opportunities?   
 

Supervising health care practitioners, certified medical assistants, authorized health care 
practitioners-in-training, and authorized health care personnel who seek volunteer 
opportunities should apply to join the New Jersey Medical Reserve Corps. Additionally, 
dentists, nurses, pharmacists, physicians, and physician assistants who want to assist at a 
State megasite can indicate their interest by completing the Division’s Vaccinator Survey 
here. 
 
 

Certified Medical Assistants 
 
 
12. Who qualifies as a certified medical assistant? 
 

A graduate of a post-secondary medical assisting education program accredited by a body 
recognized by the Board of Medical Examiners (BME) in N.J.A.C. 13:35-6.4 (see FAQ 13, 
below), and who maintains current certification or registration from a body approved by the 
BME as reflected in N.J.A.C. 13:35-6.4 (see FAQ 14, below). 
 
The education program must,  

 
• Include, at a minimum, 330 clock hours of instruction, and  
• Encompass training in the administration of intramuscular and subcutaneous injections. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/contraindications.html
https://www.nj.gov/health/lh/njmrc
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=99VnNtLmGE21_B1q6WgSkz8U1HaeswdOu4i5OzRWAGhUQ1FRSkxMNzBKSFlYQ0lLVk9TNkIyQkI3Qi4u
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/regulations/Chapter-35-State-Board-of-Medical-Examiners.pdf
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/regulations/Chapter-35-State-Board-of-Medical-Examiners.pdf
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13. What education program accrediting bodies do the BME recognize?  
 

The BME recognizes the following education program accrediting bodies: 
  

• National Healthcare Association (NHA), or its successor;  
• American Medical Association’s Committee on Allied Health Education and 

Accreditation (CAHEA), or its successor;  
• Accrediting Bureau of Health Education Schools (ABHES), or its successor; and  
• Any accrediting agency recognized by the United States Department of Education. 

 
 
14. Which certification or registration bodies are approved by the BME? 

 
The BME has approved the following certification or registration bodies: 
 
• Certifying Board of the American Association of Medical Assistants (AAMA); 
• National Center for Competency Testing (NCCT);  
• American Medial Certification Association (AMCA);  
• National Association for Health Professionals (NAHP);  
• National Certification Medical Association (NCMA); and  
• American Medical Technologists (AMT).          

 
 
15. I supervise a certified medical assistant at a POD. Do I have to verify the CMA’s 

qualifications before I direct the individual to administer a COVID-19 vaccine to a 
patient? 

 
Yes.  Prior to directing a certified medical assistant to administer a COVID-19 vaccine to a 
patient, a supervising health care practitioner must ensure that the CMA: 

 
• Is a graduate of a post-secondary medical assisting education program accredited by a 

body recognized by the BME, and maintains current certification or registration from a 
body approved by the BME, (see FAQs 12-14); 

• Has training consistent with the CDC’s “COVID-19 Vaccination Training Programs and 
Reference Materials for Healthcare Professionals” and the FDA’s COVID-19 vaccination 
guidance, or such other training as may be subsequently mandated by DOH; and 

• Has the competency, knowledge, and skill to administer the relevant COVID-19 vaccine 
in accordance with its FDA approval or its EUA. (See FAQ 4). 
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Health Care Practitioners-in-Training 
 
 
16. Who qualifies as an authorized health care practitioner-in-training? 
 

An authorized health care practitioner-in-training is a student in good standing who is 
matriculated or actively enrolled in a:  

 
• Medical school accredited by the Accreditation Council on Graduate Medicine Education 

(ACGME) or by the American Osteopathic Association (AOA); 
• Physician assistant program accredited by the Accreditation Review Commission on 

Education for the Physician Assistant; 
• Degree-granting nursing program in an institution of higher education program approved 

by the Board of Nursing. (See 
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/nur/Pages/programs.aspx); or  

• Non-degree-granting registered professional nurse (R.N.) program or licensed practical 
nurse (L.P.N.) program approved by the Board of Nursing. (See 
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/nur/Pages/programs.aspx).  
 
 

17. I supervise a health care practitioner-in-training at a POD. Do I have to verify the 
health care practitioner-in training’s qualifications before I direct the individual to 
administer a COVID-19 vaccine to a patient? 

 
Yes.  Prior to directing authorized health care practitioners-in-training to administer a COVID-
19 vaccine to a patient, a supervising health care practitioner must ensure that the health care 
practitioner-in-training: 
 
• Has obtained from the health care practitioner-in-training’s educational institution an 

attestation from the program director or a faculty member that the health care practitioner-
in-training:  

o Is matriculated or enrolled in a qualified educational program as follows: 
 Medical school accredited by the Accreditation Council on Graduate 

Medicine Education (ACGME) or by the American Osteopathic 
Association (AOA); 

 Physician assistant program accredited by the Accreditation Review 
Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant; 

 Degree-granting nursing program in an institution of higher education; 
 Non-degree-granting registered professional nurse (R.N.) program or 

licensed practical nurse (L.P.N.) program approved by the Board of 
Nursing. (See 
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/nur/Pages/programs.aspx);   

o Is in good standing in that program; 
o Has achieved a sufficient level of didactic education and has attained sufficient 

clinical immunization skills; and 

https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/nur/Pages/programs.aspx
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/nur/Pages/programs.aspx
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/nur/Pages/programs.aspx
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o Will be subject to training program oversight through the duration of the health care 
practitioner-in-training’s participation in the provision of COVID-19 vaccinations 
services; 

• Has training consistent with the CDC’s “COVID-19 Vaccination Training Programs and 
Reference Materials for Healthcare Professionals” and the FDA’s COVID-19 vaccination 
guidance, or such other training as may be subsequently mandated by DOH; and 

• Has the competency, knowledge, and skill to administer the relevant COVID-19 vaccine 
in accordance with its FDA approval or its EUA. (See FAQ 4). 

 
 
18. What does “training program oversight” entail?  
 

The program director or a designated faculty member from the training program must provide 
general oversight of the educational institution’s authorized health care practitioners-in-
training who are administering vaccinations.  This general oversight includes:  

 
• Periodic interactions with the authorized health care practitioners-in-training and 

supervising health care practitioners; and  
• Reports to the supervising health care practitioners any information known to the 

educational institution that may indicate that the health care practitioner-in-training could 
pose a risk to patients or other personnel at the POD. 

 
 
19. Is the program director or designated faculty member required to be present at the 

POD? 
 

No. Training program oversight does not require the program director or designated faculty 
member to be present at any time at the POD. 

 

Authorized Health Care Personnel 
 
 
20. Who qualifies as authorized health care personnel? 
 

The following individuals qualify as authorized health care personnel if they hold a license, 
temporary emergency license issued by the Division, registration, or permit in good standing: 

 
• Athletic trainers; 
• Certified homemaker home health aides; 
• Dentists;  
• Dental hygienists who hold a local anesthesia permit; 
• Licensed practical nurses;   
• Optometrists; 
• Perfusionists;  
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• Physical therapists; 
• Podiatrists; and 
• Respiratory care therapists  

 
 
 
21. I supervise authorized health care personnel at a POD.  Do I have to verify the health 

care personnel’s qualifications before I direct the individual to administer a COVID-19 
vaccine to a patient? 

 
Yes. Prior to directing authorized health care personnel to administer a COVID-19 vaccine to 
a patient, a supervising health care practitioner must ensure that the health care personnel:  

 
• Holds a license, temporary emergency license issued by the Division, registration, or 

permit in good standing;  
• Has training consistent with the CDC’s “COVID-19 Vaccination Training Programs and 

Reference Materials for Healthcare Professionals” and the FDA’s COVID-19 vaccination 
guidance, or such other training as may be subsequently mandated by DOH; and 

• Has the competency, knowledge, and skill to administer the relevant COVID-19 vaccine 
in accordance with its FDA approval or its EUA. (See FAQ 4). 
 
 

22. How do I determine if health care personnel hold a license, temporary emergency 
license issued by the Division, registration, or permit in good standing? 

 
You may check on the licensure status of an individual through the Division’s licensure look-
up system.  

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/COVID-19-Clinical-Training-and-Resources-for-HCPs.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/COVID-19-Clinical-Training-and-Resources-for-HCPs.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://newjersey.mylicense.com/verification/
https://newjersey.mylicense.com/verification/
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